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THE EASTERN QUESTION 



Mb. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: The subject on 
which I am going to address you to-night is one of very 
great interest ; but it is also a subject of some intricacy and 
difficulty; and it is especially a subject difficult to treat in 
a popular manner, after the fiashion of some recent sketches 
of the Session and party speeches you have heard from this 
platform. Therefore, before I begin, I beg to bespeak a patient 
hearing; and if any gentleman is fatigued by the tedium of 
the discourse or the length of the quotations, I trust he may 
relieve himself by leaving the room, instead of by making any 
noisy manifestations. Let me also, as a preliminary matter, 
draw your attention to this rough map, because an acquaintance 
with the locus in quo will conduce to a more complete under- 
standing of the question as a whole. You see the position of 
the two provinces of European Turkey in which the insurrection 
first took place, the Herzegovina and Bosnia, which, though 
ruled by the Turks, are surrounded on all sides by kingdoms 
where the Sclavs are predominant. You have Austrian Croatia 
on the north ; the little state of Montenegro, which, though 
it owns the Sultan as suzerain, is practically independent, 
lies on the south ; Dalmatia runs along the line of the coast 
on the west; and Servia is on the east. Now, if we con- 
sult the Blue Book and other undoubted sources .of informa- 
tion, and inquire what was the origin and beginning of the 
insurrection, we find that early in the winter before last some 
one hundred and sixty-four of the inhabitants of Nevissin, in 
the Herzegovina, left their homes and went into Montenegro. 
After they had been there several months they petitioned the 
Porte to allow them to return. But the Governor-General 
of the province, suspecting that some intrigue was on foot, 
advised the Porte not to accede to their request, and to reply 
that as they had chosen to leave their homes, they might remain 
away. However, the Porte overruled this objection, and suffered 
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the men to retnm to their own country. Shortly afterwards 
they rose in revolt. The Mut«sarif of Mostar invited them to 
go to that place to state their grievances, which he assured 
ikem should be redressed ; hut they refused, and they murdered 
a man quite unconnected with them who was going to Mostar 
on quite different busioeBS. If we take from that point, early 
in the winter of 1874, and come down to August, 1875, we find 
that the following circumstances had taken place, and that the 
following faets may be set forth regarding the insurrection. 
In the first place, we find that sums of money were sent into 
the district from Dalmatia ; that bands of men came constantly 
from Montenegro ; and that Servia had moved an army of 
9000 men, with artillery, to her frontier, as a demonstration in 
behalf of the insurgents. We find, moreover, that of the leaders 
of the insurrection there is not one who is a native of Bosnia or 
the Herzegovina. They are all Montenegrins, or belong to the 
semi-independent districts of Piva, Baniani, and Zapsi, which 
have for fifteen years been virtually independent of the Porte. 
Of the few men in the ranks of the insurgents who are really 
natives of the district, we find that, having originally been forced 
to leave their homes and join the insurrection, and being well 
paid and well fed, they have got to like the pursuit they are 
engaged in, and will not abandon their arms. In fact, every- 
thing goes to justily the statement made at the time by Sir 
Henry Elliott, our ambassador at Constantinople, namely, that 
he believed it was nothing less than the begmniug of the execn- 
tion of a design long since settled on outside the provinces 
concerned. In support of that view, I will quote one or two 
passages from the official despatches of men who belong to no 
party, who served under the late Government, and who are 
servants of the Crown as Consuls or Vice-Consuls in these very 
districts. Sir H. Elliott, writing to Lord Derby on the 19th of 
May last, said : 

" The impression here is general that the insurrection has 
only been kept alive by the unavowed co-operation of Mon- 
tenegro, and all impartial reports establish the active share 
taken in it by that Principahty, which the Powers have shielded 
from the natural consequences of its acts." 

The truth of it being that the Prince of Montenegro, sheltering 
himself under his profession of neutrality, was in reality playing 
a most false game, and supporting with all bis influence the 
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insurrection in those provinces. Again, Consul Monson, writing 
to Lord Derby, said : 

" The peaceful inhabitants, both Mussulmans and Christians, 
are terribly wearied of their present situation, and no efforts 
seem to be made in the right direction to put an end to it. I 
repeat what I have said before, that the war in Herzegovina has 
been, and is, entirely kept up by the inhabitants of the old 
revolted districts, who have been virtually independent of the 
Porte for the last fifteen years, supported by Montenegro. These 
people care nothing for any concessions which may be made to 
the inhabitants of the Herzegovina, which would in no wise 
affect them, and are ready to harass the Turks and maintain 
their present attitude, so long as they receive orders to that 
effect from Montenegro, and while they are, as hitherto, pro- 
tected and paid to do so. I therefore believe that no promise of 
reform, or any amount of concessions to the Christians, will 
produce any effect until Montenegro is either persuaded or 
forced to give the signal for peace. My own conviction is, that 
had it not been for the money spent by Kussian and by Dalma- 
tian Pansclavist Committees upon cer1»in influential chiefs, the 
insurrection would long since have collapsed." 

Consul Holmes writes, March 10th, 1876 : 

" To persons acquainted with the course of affairs during the 
last few years in Bosnia and the Herzegovina, there can be no 
doubt that the insurrection was first brought about, and after- 
wards supported, by foreign influenca" 

And again : 

" The so-called insurrection in Bosnia might better be termed 
an invasion by bands openly formed in Austrian Croatia and 
Servia. It has never extended beyond the range of their opera- 
tions, and cannot be called a popular movement." 

There is a great deal of other evidence of this fact ; but, 
without going further into it, let us ask ourselves the question. 
What was the cause of this revolt? There are three causes 
which may be alleged for it, and it will be found, as is generally 
the case, that although one leading cause may be alleged, the 
others have to a certain extent helped it. First, there is the 
cause of rebellion against bad government on the part of Turkey. 
Secondly, there is the cause of the hofltiUty of the Christians to 
the Mahometans. And, thirdly, thete is the cause of the desire 
of the Pansclavic leaders and of the Sclav race to rule wherever 
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they live. Now, if we say that tlie outbreak waa entirely caused 
by the enmity of the Christiana to the Tarks, we are met at the 
outset by this fact, that the Turks treat all Ghristians alike, 
yet the Roman Catholics, who Uve in Bosnia in considerable 
numbers, have always been loyal to the Turkish Government, 
and have petitioned to be allowed to remain under it. If it ba 
said that bad government is the chief cause, we find nniversai 
testimony to the fact that the Turkish Government, bad as it ia, 
is mainly defective in ita pernicious methods of taxation, and 
that in other respects it presses equally heavily or equally 
lightly on Turks and Christians alike. But if we ask whether 
it waa caused by the ambition or desire of the Sclav race to rale, 
we find that not only all the money and support received by the 
inanrgents came from without, but that the very manifesto of 
the insurrection, there ia reason to beHeve, vfoa not penned in 
the province, but was the work of the Pausclavic Committee at 
Moscow. Further, we come to this interesting truth, that the 
great force of the movement does not come from the Sclavs of 
the district ; because in the so-called Servian army, who were 
reported to be so anxious for the war, we learn that nearly half 
the men in hospital bear self-inflicted wounds, in order to 
exempt them from further service in a cause in which they were 
said to have ao eagerly engaged. We find, in fact, that the 
whole force and strengtli of men and of money came from 
Eussia, and from certain portions of Croatia which sympathise 
with the Sclav movement. Such being the case, what is there 
in that which should lead the Enghsh people specially to 
interest themselves in behalf of the insurgents? If you look at 
the matter politically, yon vrill find that England, of ail nations, 
should pause before it proclaims what is called the principle of 
Nationalities; because we have for centuries, and do at this 
moment, rule throughout the whole world over races which 
difi'er from our own. And if we are asked to sympathise with 
them on the ground of humanity, we are met at once with the 
objection. What is it that yon can put in place of the Turk that 
will be a better and more permanent government? Now, 
gentlemen, there is no difiSculty in finding out what led to that 
great and strong manifestation of feeling against the Turks 
which ran through the country some sis weeks ago. It was the 
horrible outrages and cruelties in Bulgaria. Nothing that I 
can Bay will palliate those cruelties; they were a disgrace to 
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humanity and to the age in which we live. But in contemplating 
them the public were led astray by the allegation of Mr. Glad- 
stone and others, that on one side we had a company of angels, 
and on the other side a legion of devils. Nothing could be 
further from the actual £a.ct. Although the atrocities in Bulgaria 
have happily not been equalled on the other side, it has from 
the first been a war which is of all wars the worst, a war 
waged between semi-barbarous and uncivilized peoples, such as 
is always characterised by great atrocity and cruelty. At the 
very outset, I find from tiie consular reports that five Turkish 
travellers, unconnected with the Gbvemment, were murdered 
and decapitated. That &ct, taken by itself, was bound to excite 
the Turks, who in that part are much less numerous than the 
Bulgarians who surround them. I have here many extracts 
giving accounts of cruelties and atrocities committed by the 
insurgents on the Turks, which have never been touched on or 
hinted at by members of the Liberal party, because it suited 
their purpose to dwell solely upon the atrocities committed by 
the Turks on the insurgents. I will give you one instance out 
of many. After one battle alone, that of Muratovizza, the noses 
of six or seven hundred Turks were cut off, the force having 
been defeated and hemmed in so that they could not escape. 
Again, Consul Eeade writes on July 19, 1876 : 

" Some Bulgarian insurgents one day seized two Mussulman 
women, whose breasts they cut off, and then put them to death. 
The Mussulmans having heard of this, and having found the 
bodies, went off in search of the perpetrators ; but not finding 
them, they seized a number of Bulgarian women whom they 
met, and cut their throats over the bodies of the two murdered 
Mussulman women." 

I don't intend to read to you any more of these dreadful 
accounts ; but you have here a good sample of the retaliative 
principle on which the war has been carried on ; showing that 
we should be misled if we spent all our sympathy and pity on 
one side, and said that one side was entirely wrong and the 
other side entirely right. I repeat, the real motive at the 
bottom of the insurrection is not the misgovemment of the 
Turks, though that has contributed towards it; nor is it 
the animosities of the Christians towards the Mahometans ; but 
it is the desire of the Sclav race to rule where the Sclavs live. 
It is the same sentiment which prompts the Irishman to desire 
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Home Kule, and which makes the Spaniard desire to possess 
Gibraltar. It is on this cardinal point we find that Lord Derby, 
throngh all the clifficultiea of the negotiations, has never been 
led astray by Russia and the Husaiana in this country ; be has 
steadily kept his eye fixed on the leading fact, that that was the 
reason and cause of the insurrection, aud until that is acknow- 
ledged all attempts to deal with the difficulty will only be mis- 
leading. Now, what has been Lord Derby's policy from the Srst ? 
It has been a very simple policy. Certainly those who allege 
that we have been devoted entirely to the Tarlta, through right 
and wrong, can find no proof of their allegation in what he has 
said. On the contrary, he over and over again admits, that if the 
insurgents are able to maintain their demand for a government 
of their own by beating the Turks, their right to have what 
ihey asked would be estabhshed ; aud peace should be framed 
un that basis ; while, on the other hand, if the Turks are able 
to defeat them and re-assert their sovereignty, that fact must be 
recognised by the Powers, and that must be the basis of peace. 
We find from the despatches that in June last Count Schou- 
valoff, the Russian Ambassador in London, called on Lord Derby, 
and asked him what was the drift and object of England's policy. 
Lord Derby states his reply in an official letter which he sent 
to Lord A. Loftus, our Minister at St, Petersburg. He vrritea : 

" I said in reply that, supposing the negotiations now in 
progress between the' Porte and the insurgents to end in 
pacification, it wna obvious that the object we desired would be 
effected without our interference, and nothing more need be said 
or done in the matter. Supposing them to fail, which, I did 
not conceal from him, I thought to be the more probable alter- 
native, I doubted the possibility of effective interposition, unless 
we were prepared (which her Majesty's Government were not) 
to use compulsion as against one or the other party in the 
quarrel," 

That is a complete answer to those who say that our Govern- 
ment are anxious to go to war for the Turlcs qua Turks. Lord 
Derby goes on : 

" The insurgents appeared to be fighting, not for administra- 
tive reforms, but for iadependence or autonomy in some form ; 
the Porte, on the other hand, was willing to grant reforma more 
r less extensive, but would certainly not concede autonomy 
; the difl'erenceH between the views of the two 
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parties seemed irreconcilable, and I did not believe tbat eitber 
would be willing to give way. Nothing, I thought, remained 
except to allow the renewal of the struggle, until success should 
have declared itself more or less decisively on one side or on the 
other. If the Sultan found that his troops could make no head 
against the insurgents, and that the latter continued to hold 
their ground, he might, and probably would, be willing to yield 
to the pressure of necessity. In that case the revolted provinces 
would have acquired for themselves a position similar to that of 
Servia or Eoumania. If, again, the Sultan succeeded in even 
partially re-establishing his authority, the demands of the insur- 
gents would be moderated ; their confidence would have received 
a check, and they would acquiesce in some such arrangement as 
that made with the Cretans after the war of 1866-7. In eitber 
event the time would not be distant when the Powers might 
usefully and successfully mediate, but that time did not appear 
to me to have arrived as yet." 

The date of that despatch is the 14th of July, 1876. Well, 
the time to mediate, in the way Lord Derby anticipated, did 
occur ; and it occurred only six weeks ago. And it came about 
in the way Lord Derby predicted it might come about. It 
came about by the Turkish army obtaining a decisive success 
over the so-called Servian army, the Eussian army fighting in 
Servia. It came about by the Servians themselves asking 
England to mediate in order to bring the war to a close. There 
was every reason to believe that that mediation would be 
crowned with success ; because Lord Derby's influence in Europe 
was very great. It may be asked why he had that great 
influence ? Of course, the people of a country are always led to 
exaggerate the power their Minister possesses ; that is natural 
enough. But I will tell you why Lord Derby has specially 
great influence in this matter. Undoubtedly Austria, Russia, 
and England have all important interests involved in the Eastern 
Question; but though the interest of England is of the last 
importance, it is more remote, and there are many settlements 
which may take place that would not aflfect us or our interests 
so directly or immediately as either Austria or Eussia; for 
Austria dreads the formation of a belt of independent states on 
her eastern frontier, and Eussia longs for an increase of her 
territory in that direction, and the possession of the mouths of 
the Danube. In short, the position of Lord Derby waa \jka 
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that of one of three gentlemen who meet together to settle a 
matter of Imamess, and he being the oae who was least selfiahly 
interested, what he says naturally has most weight. Well, 
M. KisticB, the Servian Minister, and the so-called Government 
of Servia, whose secret strings are pulled by Eussia, having in 
this way asked the mediation and good offices of Lord Derby, 
why did the mediation fail, and what was the reason of the 
failnre ? I am sorry to say that the chief reason of that failure 
was that the war party in Seryia, and the Panselavic Committees 
and war party in Russia, were able to say, and to say with truth, 
that the people of England were at that time not supporting 
Lord Derby, and that> on the contrary, they were entirely on 
the side of Kneaia and the war party. Now, how waa tiiat 
brought about? It wa-s brought about by the pamphlet of 
Mr. Gladstone. It had apparently a great effect througboat 
the coontry ; I believe the depth of its effect has been exagge- 
rated ; but certainly it had effect enough, if I may use the 
■words, to take the wind oat of Lord Derby's sails, and to give 
power and authority to those who wished to continue the war, 
enabling them to say to the Prime Minister of Servia that 
EngLind waa really not at the back of Lord Derby, who, tbey 
said, was merely m power by the accident of time, and not by 
the will of the English people. The pamphlet of Mr. Gladstone 
was written in a state of great excitement, and apparently in 
a great hurry. It abounds with statements which he himself 
withdrew before a fortnight or three weeks had gone over. In 
the pamphlet he alleges that the atrocities and outrages in 
Bulgaria arose through the support and countenance we were 
Bopposed to have given the Turks by sending our fleet to Beaika 
Bay ; the fact being that the atrocities took place nearly three 
weeks before the Qeei arrived at that place. Mr, Gladstone says 
that he did not think the evidence he had was sufficiently to be 
relied on to enable him, now a private member, unconnected 
with the Government, to bring forward the question in the 
House of Commons while Parliament was sitting ; yet he blames 
the Government, who were in possession of no more informa- 
tion than himself, for not taking responsible action upon it ! 
Gentlemen, I believe that that pamphlet will increase the dia- 
truat which has been felt for a long time regarding Mr. Gladstone. 
The public have heard, without snrprise, that by his express 
affiiority and approval the pamphlet has been translated into 
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the Bnssian language. I say that that is a circumstance which 
need surprise none of ns, because Bnssian is the language in 
which it should originally have been written. The purity of 
Mr. Gladstone's motives I don't wish for one moment to dispute ; 
that might have been an excuse for the mischief he has caused, 
had he been some platform bishop or a dissenting minister, but 
there can be no excuse for a man who says himseK that he is a 
statesman of thirty years' standing, and who has himself been 
a tried and trusted servant of the Grown. In his pamphlet he 
tries to convey to the minds of his readers the impression that 
this is a war between the powers of light and darkness, that it 
is a contest between good and evil ; and in his enthusiasm he 
confounds the English and the Servians as being of one nation 
and people, for he says, ** These Turks are pouring down upon 
a mere handful of our race.'* Mr. Gladstone says that " the 
time has come for us to emulate Bussia by sharing in her good 
deeds." Now, what has history to show of the good deeds of 
Bussia in her treatment of the races whom she has subjected ? 
In this very pamphlet Mr. Gladstone quotes with approval the 
report of Mr. Schuyler, the American attach^ at Constantinople. 
He says we owe a great debt of gratitude to Mr. Schuyler for 
his reports on the Bulgarian atrocities published in the * Daily 
News'; and he appends a note to his pamphlet, in which he 
says: **Mr. Schuyler is the Consul of the United States at 
Constantinople, and, I learn, a high authority, and worthy of all 
reliance." Now, let us hear what this gentleman, who is 
" worthy of all reliance," has to say relative to these Eussians 
whose " good deeds," Mr. Gladstone thinks, England ought to 
"emulate." Mr. Schuyler was formerly American Consul at 
St. Petersburg, and while there, in the summer of 1873, he took 
a journey into Central Asia. He had as his fellow-traveller 
Mr. MacGhthan, who accompanied the Eussians when they took 
Khiva, and he describes what* followed the taking of it. When 
Mr. Schuyler made his journey, the Eussians had just annexed 
Khiva, in violation of the solemn promise given by their Ambas- 
sador to Lord Granville. Not far from Khiva lived the Yomuds, 
a tribe of nomad Tartars, who owed allegiance to the Khan of 
Khiva ; and the only pretence of Bussia to interfere with them 
at all was, that as they had conquered Khiva, the allegiance of 
the Yomuds became transferred from the Khan to the Czar. 
Well^ as we learn from Mr. Schuyler and Mr. MacGahan^ ihe^^o^ 
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was a desire on the part of the Eussian Government to pay and 
reward the soldiers who took part in the conquest ; and for this 
purpose they imposed a very heavy fine upon the Yomuds, so 
heavy a fine, in fact, that it was impossible they could pay it, 
even though they sold "all their cattle or their com, or the 
jewels and ornaments of their wives and daughters." They 
could not make up the sum, so they sent a deputation of fifteen 
men to General KauflFmann, and begged to be relieved of part 
of the fine. Instead of that, General Kaufiinann ordered the 
impost to be doubled. I will tell you what occurred on that. 
Without waiting for the formal answer of the Yomuds to his 
further demand, he issued an order to General Golovatchef in 
these words : 

" I order you to move immediately to the settlements of the 
Yomuds, and give over the Yomuds and their families to com- 
plete destruction, and their herds and property to confiscation." 

Further on in the same order he said : 

** If the Yomuds attempt to emigrate, carry out my order for 
the final extermination of the disobedient tribe." 

In accordance with these instructions General Golovatchef 
called his oflScers together, and thus addressed them in the 
hearing of Mr. MacGahan : 

"*I have received an order from the Commander-in-chief; I 
hope you will remember it, and give it to your soldiers. This 
expedition does not spare either age or sex. Kill all of them.' 
The officers replied, * Certainly, we will do exactly as you say.* 
They did so. The 'Cossacks cut everybody down, whether 
small child or old man. The eye-witness himself saw a slain 
mother lying amid her three children. The eldest was dead. 
The youngest had a sabre cut through its arm, and, while 
crying, was wiping off the blood. The other child was trying 
to wake his dead mother. (Schuyler, ii. 360.) The expedition 
advanced. They burned grain, houses, everything which they 
met ; and the cavalry, which was in advance, cut down every 
person, man, woman, and child.' " 

These are the Russians whose " good deeds " we are to emulate ! 
Mind, these were not the doings of irregular troops or brigands 
(for it is uncertain who committed the outrages in Bulgaria) ; 
but all this was done by " officers and gentlemen," trained 
soldiers and officers holding the highest positions of command 
in the Bussian army. Gentlemen, I now wish to draw your 
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attention to the position of the Christians in Turkey. There is 
a good deal of misapprehension on the point, and we hear 
quoted, over and over again, statements which, however true 
they might be sixty or seventy years ago, have long since ceased 
to be true. Don't suppose I wish to defend the Government of 
Turkey for one moment. That Government seems apparently 
to be hopeless ; but if reform is to come, it must come from the 
inside, and not from attempts of the European Powers to force 
on them reforms of a nature foreign to their principles, and 
methods which are utterly strange to them. There is nothing 
in Islamism itself to prevent the people following the course of 
civihzation. You know that if we were to follow the precepts 
of our Bible Uterally, civilization as we commonly understand it 
would be impossible. And the same may be said of Islamism. 
But the government of Turkey is a bad Government ; its system 
of taxation is unjust ; its land tenure is so extraordinary that 
they actually consider anyone who pays the taxes on the land 
to be the owner ; so that, as often happens, if a man goes away 
to serve his country in the army, he may find, when he returns, 
some one else in legal possession of his land, whose payment of 
the taxes for one year was deemed sufficient to secure him the 
fee simple of the land. But great misapprehension prevails as 
to the treatment of the Christians in Turkey. In 1867, at the 
time of the Cretan insurrection, all our ambassadors, consuls, 
and vice-consuls in Turkey were directed by Lord Derby to 
write reports on the condition of the Christians in Turkey. 
Now, the extracts I am about to read to you are, I admit, ex 
parte statements ; and there are things to be said on the other 
side. But the fact I have to submit is this, that up to now the 
allegations put before the public have been all on the other 
side ; and what I claim now is the right to put before you what 
can be said . in support of the point that the Christians, qua 
Christians, are not treated worse than the Turks. These reports 
came from consuls in all parts of Turkey, and they show that 
the treatment of the Christians is the same throughout all the 
provinces. I will take the subject of intolerance first, because a 
great deal has been made of it ; but in fact no such thing as 
intolerance exists at the present moment. Consul Blunt, at 
Adrianople, wrote : 

" I think it would be difficult to find many countries in which 
toleration is more largely practised, and in whicli tke ^ox^rcisL*^ 
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class allows its subjects more perfect enjoyment of tlieir respec- 
tive religions than in Turkey," 

(johboI Skene wrote from anotlier quarter, Aleppo : 

"Kfiligious toleration was proclaimed, and that, donbtlesB, 
exists on the part of the Government in a degree not equalled 
in all Euiopean countries. When cases of molestation on 
account of creed occur, they are invariably at the instigation of 
the Christian charcboa, whose mutual hostility offers a melan- 
choly contrast to the impartiahty of the Turkish authorities: 
and even in these cases of molestation justice and toleration are 
always practised by the latter." 

These estracla illustrate the general character of the reports 
on the subject of toleration. Upon the question of the general 
treatment of the Gbristians, I will quote you one passage from 
the report of Mr. Longworth, our Consul-General in Servia, and 
who was intimately acquainted with Bosnia and the Herzego- 
Tina. He begins by a reference to the Hatti-Humayoum, or 
firman promulgated by the Port* after the Crimean war, and 
which, I am sorry to say, has not been carried out. But this is 
what he says : 

" On the subject, in hke manner, of the claims, as allowed by 
the Hatti-Humayoom, of Christianfl to a fair participation in the 
employments, offices, and dignities offered by the service of the 
state, I have nothing in the shape of statistical information to 
impart. Bat I have every reason to believe that careers of a 
description for which they discover a peculiar aptitude, those, 
for instance, connected with the diplomatic and consular ser- 
vices, or the medical service of the Government, or the finance 
department, or important pohtical functions expressly created 
for them in the vilayets, where they are attached to the Go- 
vernor-General, and transact business with the Foreign Consular 
agents ; 1 have every reason to believe, I repeat, that aD such 
careers have been liberally opened to them. As regards mihtary 
employment, I have stated already why the ranks of the army 
have hitherto remained in great measure closed to them. Still, 
one entire army corps, that of the Cossacks, is composed, both 
in respect to men and officers, of Christians ; the General only, 
a Pole by birth, being a Mussulman. As to legislative and 
administrative functions, they are admitted as salaried members 
to almost every council, from the high^t to the lowest, in the 
emjiire. Finally, the public schools, in which they can be 
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educated and qualified for all these careers and employments, 
are, both at Constantinople and in other chief towns of the 
empire, on a fair scale and free of expense, open to them. If, 
in the executive department of the state, the Christians have 
hitherto been admitted but to few of the highest offices of trust 
and dignity, and that, too, where the population is exclusively 
Christian, the Porte says, and I beUeve truly says, that were 
such absolute power confided to them, no Mussulman, as a 
general rule, would feel secure as to either life or property. I 
have myself been told by Greeks in the employment of the 
Porte, that where the interests of the Hellenic cause are at stake, 
they would not hesitate a moment in promoting them to the 
Porte's detriment ; and yet these men have bitterly complained 
that they were not advanced with sufficient rapidity. But the 
principal and most conclusive reason, after all, for the non-em- 
ployment of Christians to the same extent as Turks, in an 
official capacity, is simply because they are comparatively unfit 
for it. Here, as everywhere else, men, by the circumstances of 
their birth and station, connection, and training, are better 
suited for some occupations than others. It should be borne in 
mind that almost the entire wholesale traffic of the country is in 
the hands of the Christians. Bankers, brokers, merchants, and 
their clerks, and physicians, are almost entirely Christians ; the 
exception being Jews and a few Moslem merchants on the 
Danube and in the Levant." 

I come now to the subject of the alleged ill-treatment of 
Christians. On this point I will quote Mr. Stewart, our Consul 
at Epirus : 

" My experience in this country contradicts what is commonly 
said of the wanton cruelty of Mussulmans towards their Chris- 
tian fellow-subjects. Cases of brutality no doubt occur here, 
as they do in every country; but I do not believe that the 
Christians are habitually subjected to personal ill-treatment. 
Like all Orientals, they are adepts in the art of complaint, and 
of telling piteous stories ; with admirable skill they can feign 
distress and get up moving scenes of a nature to awaken sym- 
pathy in their favour, and to beget aversion towards those 
whom they hate. But the truth is, that many Christians, in 
humble life, choose to serve Mussulmans rather than persons, of 
their own faith. Mussulmans, as landlords, have the name of 
being more easy than Christians; as employers, more liberal; i 
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as mnstera, moro ind iilg(?nt. They are in every way more c 
aiderate for their depeiidanta ; and, what ia too common with the 
ChriatianB, they rarely cast off a aick or wom-ont follower." 

I don't wish to fatigue you with too many quotations ; tat I 
cannot omit going into the question of the military seryice, 
because that ia often alleged as a grievance of the Christians ; 
the real truth of the fact being that the freedom from liabihty 
to military service is a great privilege which the Christiana 
enjoy, whereas the liability to service presses most unfairiy and 
hardly upon the Turks, who are compelled to enter the army, 
imder a penalty twenty times higher than the imposition paid 
by the Christians in lieu of military service. Consul Longworth 
writes : 

" The only tax borne exclnsively by the Christians ia that of 
commutation for military service, ' Bedel Askerioh,' of which 
much baa been said as harsh and invidious, confoimding it with 
the old capitation impost, or ' Kharat«h.' Between this, how- 
ever, and mihtary service, the free choice was given them, and, 
as I well remember, they unanimously preferred paying the tax ; 
and no wonder, when we come to know (what might, perhaps, 
have forestalled mach indignant criticism had it been previously 
ascertained) that it amounted to something less than the annual 
contribution of 4s. for each male adult." 

Capt. St. Clair and Mr. Charles Bhophy, who lived in Bul- 
garia and wrote a book about it seven years ago, say, on this 
question of military sei-vice : 

" The Turk h^ the option of paying his exemption by a sum 
of 8000 piastres, rather more tWi 7QI. ; the price paid by the 
Chriatians is an average of 26 piastres, or 4s. Gd. for every year 
of his adult age." 

After that, I don't think it can be alleged that the Christians 
are unfairly treated in that respect. Consul Calvert, of Monastir, 
also wrote : 

"The law of recruitment amongst the Christiana, it ia well 
known, has not yet been carried into effect. So far from being 
anxious for military service, their exemption from it ia regarded 
by themselves, no less than by the Mussulmans, as the one 
great advantage which the forte accoi^ds them over the dominant 
race. The aversion of the Christians from serving in the army 
would be greatly increased were it proposed to draft them into 
Turkish regiments. If it were [proposed to I'urm regiments 
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exclusively composed of Christians, the service might have a 
certain attraction for the class which would furnish the officers." 

Again, Lord Lyons, then our Ambassador at Constantinople, 
wrote to Lord Stanley : 

" The Christians pay a special tax in lieu of being subject to 
the conscription. Thus they share neither the horrors nor the 
burdens of miUtary service, and, as matters now stand, have 
small reason to desire to do so. In short, very little progress 
"^as been made towards enabling the Christians to feel that the 
Ottoman Government is, as regards them, a national Govern- 
ment. They submit to it as a less evil than anarchy and con- 
fusion ; and each Christian race appears to value it chiefly as 
a safeguard against what appears to be to each the great object 
of dread, the domination of any of the other Christian races in 
the empire. To say that no advance has been made of late 
years towards a more satisfactory state of things would be very 
unjust, but it can hardly be doubted that, with a little more 
energy and a Httle more goodwill on the part of the Ottoman 
rulers, the progress might have been much more rapid." 

Consul Skene wrote from Aleppo : 

" The capitation tax was abolished by the Hatti-Humayoum, 
but a heavier tax was substituted for it in Ueu of mihtary 
service. The Christians of Syria are not, however, a martial 
race, and with the exception of the Maronites of Lebanon and 
the Armenians of Taurus, they would all pay even a more 
onerous contribution rather than be enlisted as soldiers. They 
sujQfer no injustice in this particular, which Hes in their being 
always obliged to pay the tax, while the mihtary conscription is 
not enforced every year ; so that they sometimes supply money 
for the maintenance of the army when the Mussulmans are not 
furnishing recruits." 

Consul Calvert reported on the same subject of military 
service: 

" The exceptional tax paid by non-Mussulmans in Turkey is 
the * Janei-Askerie,' or miUtary exemption tax. So distasteful 
to the Turks is the obligation to serve in the army, that they 
would be glad to have the option of compounding upon almost 
any terms for the tax upon their own life and blood. So far, 
therefore, from being any grievance to the Christians, this tax 
must be considered as representing the only real privilege they 
enjoy." 
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Oq the miseelkneoTia questions wliich arise, and concerning 
which we often get very erroneoua ideas, ■ I would quote a 
passage from Consul Longworth : 

" Much would atill depend on the management of affaira by 
their own Christian communities under the latitude they would 
then enjoy for the purpose. [It is not generally known that 
the Christians in many parts coUect their own taxes through 
their own agents.] They have two sorts of self-government, 
the one ecclesiastical, and the other municipal ; but the former 
more particularly applies to those of the Greek Church. From 
the time of the conquest of Constantinople an extensive juris- 
diction having been vested in their Patriarch over his co- 
religionists, this circulates in the provinces through the con- 
nective episcopacy. In its exercise here I cannot avoid stating 
that great abuses have prevailed, and oppression has been prac- 
tised, under the power of the bishop to arrest, with the aid of 
the Turkish authority, and lodge in prison, any member of his 
community he may choose to punish." 

One word as to the character of this Christian population. 
Consnl Longworth says : 

" In the minor towns the heads of the Greek community, 
called Primates and Tchiorbagis, have by no means the credit of 
being persons of the most integrity, and faithful in the discharge 
of their trust. At Mondania, where their population predomi- 
nates, they form a Medjilis jointly with a Turkish Mudir and 
Cadir, and which is almost under their own gnidance. By this 
means and other influence they for a series of years set the rest 
of their eonununity in the town and its dependencies at defiance 
in their efforts to obtain a verification of accounts of the expen- 
diture under their charge; and large snms dissipated and 
absorbed by peculation still remain deficient and untraceable 
after endless litigation. The late British Consular agent at the 
port, highly respected for his worth, never alluded in his reports 
to those local primates without inveighing with vehemence 
(gainst their dishonesty and partiahty. Their uttei' disregard 
for truth was evinced on a trial here of some of their townsmen 
for a riotous assault on the shop of an Ionian, which they had 
incited, and solemnly averred under penalty of excommunication 
had never taken place, yet afterwards avowed the feet, and com- 
pounded for the damage." 

And Consul Calvert says : 

•'The Chriat'iHa popuhition of this Pashalic is composed of 
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four diflferent races, who all profess the G-reek orthodox faith ; 
namely, the Bulgarians, who form the bulk of the agricultural 
population, excepting in the Sandjak Okhrida ; the Wallachs, 
whose pursuits are chiefly mercantile ; the Albanians and the 
Greeks, who are given to both agriculture and commerce. I am 
bound to add that a low standard of rectitude exists among the 
Christian races, for whilst they are most ardently and super- 
stitiously attached to their Church, the religion they profess 
seems to have been incapable hitherto of inculcating in them the 
principles of truth and honesty. Lying and deceit are as 
habitual to them as eating and drinking." 

Consul Wilkinson, of Salonica, says : 

"The clause in the Hatti-Humayoum, having reference to 
the participation of the Christian element in the Government 
appointments, has -likewise remained a dead letter, in so far, at 
least, as it relates to appointments to which salaries are attached, 
for the few Christian members of the mixed tribunal receive no 
emoluments. Still, had the stipulations of the Hatti-Humayoum 
in this respect been carried into effect, no benefit whatever 
would have accrued to the Christians or to the public service in 
general, from the acquisition of such an element, for the Bulga- 
rians, who constitute the great majority of the Christian popula- 
tion of this province, are, both in intellect and education, far 
below their rulers; and even the few more or less educated 
Greeks, who live in the towns, though perhaps naturally more 
intelligent than their Mussulman fellow-countrymen, are, as a 
rule, inferior to them in administrative capacity, and are, besides, 
so venal, and addicted to intrigue, that their participation in the 
pubUc administration of the province would perhaps promote 
their own private interests, but would surely confer no benefit 
on their co-religionists. The Christians are not, likewise, 
admitted to serve in the army. Of this, however, they do not 
complain, and would rather pay double the amount of tax to 
which they are now subjected for exemption from military 
service, than be compelled to enter that service." 

Gentlemen, there is one rule of nature which knows no excep- 
tion whatever. It is a very old rule, and it is, that the best and 
the strongest should govern. When I say that, you may reply, 
that in the nature of things the strongest in any given case 
must govern. And so they must, if they be let alone. Let us 
take the case of three races, and speak of them as A, B, and C. 
A find B live together, and A, being mwda ^fetor^^^bx ^Jftax^.^^ 



goveraa. But C, who lives a loog way off, and is stronger tluiQ 
either of the other two, fcikea it iuto his head that it would be a 
good thing if he were to put B over A. Wherever that is done, 
where the weakest is bolstered up and placed over the strongest 
by external aid, the certain end will be had government and 
disorder. And so, until Europe can see its way to put some- 
thing better in place of the Turks, nothing bat endless war, 
nothing but constant jealousy and disturbance, nothing but en- 
croachment of the hirge and ambitions Powers would ensue if by 
any arrangement of this kind you were to place the weak over 
the strong. I would like to contrast for a moment the good 
faith of the two parties. What has been the conduct of the 
Russians as contrasted with that of the Torks, and that of the 
Turks as contrasted with that of the Russian ? I find that so 
long ago as the spring of this year it was perfectly well known 
that the Montenegrins were rendering assistance to the insur- 
gents ; and if the Turks had been left alone, they would have 
attacked Montenegro and stopped the sources of the insun'ec- 
tion. Prince Gortschakoff, on the 12th of April, 1876, tele; 
graphed to Lord Derby that the Turks were going to attack 
Montenegro, and that if they did so, Russia would be no longer 
responsible for Servia remaining neutral. What conclusion 
woald any honest man draw from that, except that Russia 
bound herself to keep Servia neutral, if Montenegro was not 
attacked? Well, Lord Derby communicated with the Porte, 
urging tljem not to attack Montenegro, and in consequence 
Montenegro was not attacked. Yet, two montl^ after, the so- 
called Servian army, manned by Russia, abandoned all pretence 
of neutrality, and was at war with Turkey. One more illus- 
tration of the good faith of Russia. In April last, the Porte, 
having been asked to make concessions, put forward a series of 
reforms, which were approved by Austria and Russia, who pro- 
mised to enforce them on the insurgents ; but though Turkey 
kept her £iith, these Powers did not keep theirs ; the insurgents 
were not forced to withdraw ; aud why ? Because they were 
not fighting for an improved government, but for the dominancy 
of the Pansclavic Committees and the people of the Sclav race, 
which in the end will lead to the aggrandisement of Russia. It 
is not aa if the experiment had not been tried before. I have 
already told you how Russia treated one subject race whom she 
conquered. Wt know also how she treated the CireassisnB, 
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who are supposed to have borne a principal part in the recent 
atrocities in Bulgaria ; a people of Mahometan religioi^ who 
were driven from their mountain homes by Kussian cruelties, 
and who, coming to Turkey, were received with open arms by 
their co-religionists; so that no doubt the feeling of revenge 
against Eussia had much to do in prompting the outrages of 
which the Circassians have been gtiiliy in Bulgaria. That was 
another sample of the way in which a subject race was treated 
by Kussia. But viewing the formation of free states in these 
provinces as likely to lead to Bussian domination over them, we 
have under our eyes, in Bulgaria itself, and among the Bulga- 
rians, an illustration of what would come of the experiment. 
After the Crimean war, a number of Bulgarians were invited by 
the priests of the Russian Church to quit Turkey and live with 
their co-reUgionists in Holy Bussia. Consul Blunt, writing in 
1867 of the aims and objects of the Bulgarians, refers to the 
result of that experiment. He says : 

'' The Bulgarians pursue no other political idea in their 
attempt to deliver themselves from the enthralments of a foreign 
clergy, and to obtain an equality of rights in the councils of the 
Stamboul authorities.* If there existed among them other 
desires at other times, they have gradually died away. Eussia, 
that years ago numbered many adherents, before her internal 
affairs were exhibited to the world, inspires actually her co- 
religionaires (sic) rather with terror than with sympathy. Had 
even the newspapers and translations now circulating every- 
where in Bulgaria not succeeded in enlightening the people 
relative to the manner in which Holy Eussia is governed, there 
will always remain for the people a practical irrefutable argu- 
ment in the shape of such of their countrymen who, a few years 
ago, enticed by Eussian agents, intended to found a colony in 
the Crimea on tracts of land deserted by the Tartar emigrants. 
The lamentable issue of this undertaking was, that the poor 
Bulgarian emigrants, stripped of everything they possessed, and 
violated in their household goods, were obhged to return to 
their native country, where, dispersing over the whole territory, 
they gave evidence to all classes of the population of the inhos- 
pitable soil of Eussia. Compared with the gigantic power of 
the North, Turkey, notwithstanding her notorious deficiencies, 

* This deliveranoe has since been attained ; the Bulgarian Church is now 
completely independent. 
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i to the sufTerers as a paradise of happiness and liberty. 
This view of the case they took care to spread al! over Ronmelia. 
It is but natural that the influence Russia was believed hitherto 
to exercise, and actually in some instances maintained, over the 
Bulgarians, has entirely vanished, and yielded rather, if not to 
an antipathy, at least to an absolute indifference." 

Now, gentlemen, a distinguished momher of the late Crovem- 
ment has been making a speech to his constituents at Tannton. 
He has stadied the whole question with great pains, and he has 
framed a telliog incident against her Majesty's Government. 
He quotes the manilesto of the insurgents, which I told you, 
in my belief, was not written by anyone connected with the 
provinces ; and he dwells on the fact that the Christians are not 
allowed to carry arms. But he Ibrgets that he himself was a 
leading member of a Government who did not allow the Irish to 
carry arms. Don't suppose I say they were wrong in doing it. 
It was perfectly necessary. Bnt when we find a member of a 
Government who did that blaming another Government for 
doing the same, we may regret that he should not have kept in 
mind those wonderful lines of Burns : 



Sir H. James quotes and makes a great point of a passage in 
the report of Consul Hohnea, dated September 28, in which 
the Consul said that the insnrgenfs told him they had no feith 
in Turkey ; that their trust in the promises of Turkey had often 
been deceived. But when the Sultan's name was mentioned, 
they took ofl' their caps, and said they wished to remain hia 
subjects. This is what the insurgents said of themselves. Bnt 
if Sir H. James had gone a little further in that same despatch, 
he would have been able te place against the account which 
the insurgents give of themselves the opinion which Consul 
Holmes has of the insurgents. In that identical despatch he 
Bays: 

"Thero is no donht that the Mussulmans and Christians 
agree much better in Bosnia than in the Herzegovina, where 
there is much more opposition te complain of; at the same 
time, acquainted as I am with the social condition of the 
country during fifteen years, I do not hesitate to declare that 
the oppression in the Herzegovina in general is greatly 
c'saggerated by the Christians ; and that the discontent which 
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nndonbtedly exists against most of the chief Turkish landowners, 
and against the zaptiehs and tax-farmers, has been the excuse 
rather than the cause of the revolt, which was assuredly 
arranged by the Servian agitators and accomplished by force. 
The mass of the inhabitants, unarmed, had no choice. Their 
homes were devastated and their Uves threatened, and they were 
ordered to follow their leaders. And now the ruin is such that 
those who wish to submit cannot. They have no homes to go 
to, and the armed bands threaten all who breathe a whisper of 
submission. These bands are all formed of a mixture of people 
from different parts of the country, and all mutually watch each 
other to prevent any combination to submit." 

Thus you see the malcontents accomplished their designs by 
force in this way; the leaders in the insurrection burned the 
homesteads and houses of those who would not join them in 
the revolt. Yet one of the terms which were dictated to Turkey, 
but which Turkey had the courage to reject, was that she 
should rebuild all these houses and homesteads, though, for one 
of them which had been burned down by the Turks in putting 
down the insurrection, twenty had been destroyed by the leaders 
of the insurgents in burning the houses of men who would not 
join them. Now, there is one more opinion which I wish to 
dissipate. What the issue of this contest may be I do not 
know. I see by the papers to-day that there are again hopes 
of peace, which hopes have been brought about by the Turkish 
army again decisively defeating the Bussian army in Servia, and 
perhaps before a fortnight is over the Turks may be at Belgrade. 
But there is one impression which prevails very widely, of which 
I should like to disabuse your minds. It arises from the assis- 
tance England and France gave to Turkey twenty years ago. 
It is imagined that but for our intervention on that occasion, 
had Eussia been left to deal with Turkey alone, she would have 
had nothing to do but walk through Turkey to Constantinople. 
That is a very great mistake ; so great a mistake, that the 
intrigue of these Pansclavic Committees has been exerted to 
draw in another power, because they knew they were not strong 
enough of themselves to cope with Turkey, They so far 
succeeded that they dragged in Mr. Gladstone with them, and 
Mr. Gladstone was on the point of dragging in the English 
nation ; but, thank God, he has &iled in that. If there should 
be war between Bussia and Turkey, so far from it being a 
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one-aided, unequal war, you may roly on it that it would be 
one of the moat bloody wars over waged. Hitherto the Turks 
have been kept back by their mastera, who tell them they must 
keep faith with England ; but let that restraint be removed, 
lot them once understand that it ia to be a war of creed against 
creed, and they will fight to the last man. You would then see 
Buch a war as has not been witnessed in modem days. Above 
all things, don't believe that the Russians would find their 
course to Constantinople an easy one. If we go back to the 
Crimean war, you will remember what took place before we 
intervened. The Turks at every point beat the Kuasian invaders. 
You will remember the defence of Silistria, Ears, and Enpatoria ; 
and the battles of Kalafat and Oltenitza. At all points the 
Turks kept back the forces of Eussia. There was an incident 
early in the Crimean war which gave rise to a misapprehension 
as to the soldierly quahtiea of our then allies. The fact was 
that four battalions of the Turkish rehef were placed in some 
earthworks which were hardly traced out, three mil^ from any 
anpport ; and because these men retreated before a corps d'armee 
of 40,000 Russians, commanded by General Liprandi, it was 
said the Turks were cowards. But they have shown in many 
actions how they can fight ; and the prospect of a desperate and 
prolonged war should be an inducement to us to support our 
Government in their endeavours to bring about a peace. 
Whether their efforts will be successful I do not know ; but I 
bebeve that throughout the whole of these negotiations the 
Government have taken a fair view of the case. They have 
said, on the one band, that they would not throw their strength 
against their old ally Turkey, which fought so well ibr our 
interest as well as its own twenty years ago ; on the other hand, 
they said that if the Turkish Government bad grown so weak 
that the insurgents could hold their own in the field, they 
would have established their right to self-government. But 
what our Government have refused to do waa this, they refused 
to be led astray by intrigue and miareprcaentation into making 
it a war of creed against creed ; they have refused to help 
Russia in her Bchemea of boundless ambition; and before all 
and above all they have placed the interests of this country 
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